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Mrs Dorothy Ryan 

Dear Mrs Ryan, 

Re: Parliamentary C.amdssioo of Inquicy 

I refer to the surrtnon.s which has been serv6c on you pursuant to 
section 11 ( l) of the Parliarrent.ary Carnu.ssion of Inquiry Act 
and note that your attendanoe is required an 5 August 1986. 

fiow·ever, I would appreciate it i f you would oontact the 
Catmission and advise a t elephone m.:inbe.r ui:on which ~ can 
re..adily be reached in order that a date other tilall the 5 August 
1986, for your attendance, can be c...U!lnunicated to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

-J F 'lbanson 
Secretary 

25 JUl.y 1986 

--------· -- - - -·---------



~ Cl AtJSmALIA 

Parl iameotary Ccmniaaioo of. IffiW.!Y kt 1986 

SOK.II> 'ro Al'PDaR. matE 'DIE CXMaSSIClt 

... 
I, Sir George BeJ"lllllJ'ln :wah, a lliell1ber of the Parliamentary 
CCJnnissioo of ll'lquiry appointed \mar the Par] i amentaJ:Y 
Camdasicn of :m Act 1986 hereby IUlnCI'\ )'OU, pursuant to 
sub-aect.t.cn ll (1 of that Act 

(a) to -wear bef~ the O:ndssiai at the hearing 
to be held in the Bearing Roc:111, 8th Floor, 99 
EU Mbeth Street, S)dney, a1 '1\Jeaday 5 August 
1986 at 10.00 a.m. to give eridenoe in relatlm 
to the •tters into wbidl the Omnisaioo ia 
inquiring, and 

(~) to attend f:ra11 day to day unless excused or 
xeleaaed fxan further atten&moe. 

Dated ~ July 1986 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 
Prea1cU:og Msber 

------ ·- ·- ------- --------- - - ------·- ------·---- - - · ·--+ 
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ALLEGATION NO 24 

Particulars of Allegation 

The Honourable Lionel Keith Murphy, on or about the second day 

of April 1980, at Sydney or elsewhere, and whilst a Justice of 

the High Court of Australia, engaged in II telephone 

conversation with Dorothy Ryan, the wife of Morgan Ryan. 

During the course of that conversation, the Judge said to Mrs 

Ryan that her husband should arrange to have a Government 

member of the New South Wales Parliament assert that that 

member had made enquiries about Ryan, and that he, Ryan, had 

"come up smelling like a rose". By that statement, the Judge 

intended that the Member should convey that enquiries had been 

conducted, 

wrongdoing. 

and that Ryan had been exonerated of any 

The Judge knew that no such enquiries had been 

conducted at the time he made this suggestion. Further, the 

Judge intended that the statement by the member be made 

irrespective of whether any such inquiries be conducted. The 

Judge also knew that Ryan had not been exonerated of any 

wrongdoing. 

At the relevant time, Morgan Ryan was under investigation by 

the Australian Federal Police for the part, if any. he had 
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There is 

accurately 

Judge and 

amounting 

ALLEGATION NO. 24 - "SMELLING LIKE A ROSE 11 

a summary of this conversation which, even if 

records the substance of what occurred between 
Mrs. Ryan does not seem to us to be capable 

to misbehaviour in the rele vant sense. It 

it 

the 

of 

is 

possible, for example, that the conversation amounted to no more 

than a joke. It could conceivably be the subject of 
cross-examination. The only person who might be spoken to 

regarding this matter is Mrs. Ryan . 

---·-------- -------
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